Chapter X
THE  ROTA  AND   DIVORCE

I

N the last chapter I mentioned one of the Courts of
Law at the Vatican, the Sacred Rota. No Court has been
more misunderstood by non-Catholics, and even by
Catholics in different parts of the world, than this body In
recent years. The reason for this is that a problem has
become important since the War with which the Rota,
and the Rota alone, has had to deal. This Court has
become especially prominent during the reign of the
present Pontiff, since it deals with the question of divorce.
In Great Britain it became most publicised and talked
about at the time when the late Duke of Marlborough's
marriage was annulled. The argument of the practical,
every-day Protestant was that he could quite understand
the Duchess of Marlborough divorcing her husband, but he
did not see how anybody could say that the marriage had
never taken place (which is what an annulment means),
when the Duke and Duchess had been married for many
years, some of them happily, and had already two grown-up
sons.
To an ordinary Catholic, the situation seems fairly
simple. The Catholic Church has its Ten Commandments
which cannot be touched, and It has also certain Com-
mandments of the Church, which are Commandments
made not by Christ Himself, but by the Church since the